
A guide to the
Key Stage Two SATS

Information and guidance about the Year 6,
May 2023 SATs.



Key Stage 2 Assessment
•Over the course of four days (Monday-Thursday) children 
will sit 6 SAT papers.

•These papers test their reading skills, maths skills and their 
spelling, punctuation and grammar skills.

•There is no SAT for writing or for science. Instead, these 
subjects are teacher assessed using the Teacher Assessment 
Framework standards (see leaflet handout).



The Tests
• Key Stage 2 SATs take place nationally in the week commencing 

Monday 8th May 2023 – Thursday 11th May 2023.

Monday 8th May SPaG paper 1 – Question paper (45 mins)
SPaG paper 2 – Spelling test (approx. 15 mins)

Tuesday 9th May Reading paper – 3 texts (1 hour)

Wednesday 10th May Maths paper 1 – Arithmetic (30 mins)
Maths paper 2 – Problem solving and Reasoning (40 mins)

Thursday 11th May Maths paper 3 – Problem solving and Reasoning (40 mins)



Spelling, Punctuation, and 
Grammar

•A spelling test is administered containing 20 words, lasting 
approximately 15 minutes (out of 20 marks).

•A separate test is given on Punctuation, Vocabulary and Grammar 
(out of 50 marks). This test lasts for 45 minutes and requires short 
answer questions, including some multiple choice.

•Marks for these two tests are added together to give a total for 
Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar, out of 70 marks.



Examples of questions from 
past SPaG papers









Example of a past spelling 
test







Reading
•The Reading Test consists of a single test paper with 
three unrelated reading texts.

•Children are given 60 minutes in total, which includes reading the 
texts and answering the questions.

•A total of 50 marks are available.

•Questions are designed to assess the comprehension and 
understanding of a child’s reading.

•Some questions are multiple choice or selected response, others 
require short answers and some extended responses or explanations.



Examples of questions from 
past Reading papers











How to help your child with Reading
• Listen to your child read regularly.

• Focus on developing an enjoyment and love of reading.

• Enjoy stories together – reading stories to your child at KS2 is equally as important as listening to 
your child read.

• Read a little at a time but often, rather than rarely but for long periods of time!

• Talk about the story before, during and afterwards – discuss the plot, the characters, their feelings 
and actions, how it makes you feel, predict what will happen and encourage your child to have 
their own opinions.

• Look up definitions of words together – you could use a dictionary, the internet or an app on a 
phone or tablet. Children need to have a broad and rich vocabulary.

• All reading is valuable – it doesn’t have to be just stories. Reading can involve anything from 
fiction and non-fiction, poetry, newspapers, magazines, football programmes, TV guides.



Maths
•Children will sit three tests: Paper 1, Paper 2 and Paper 3.

•Paper 1 is ‘Arithmetic’ (out of 40 marks), covering calculation, 
including use of fractions, percentages and decimals. 

•Questions gradually become harder. Not all children will be expected 
to access some of the more difficult questions.

•Papers 2 and 3 cover ‘Problem Solving and Reasoning’ (each paper is 
out of 35 marks).
•Pupils will still require calculation skills but will need to answer 
questions in context and decide what to do to find a solution.

•A final total of 110 marks is available, from all three papers.



Examples of questions from 
past Paper 1 Arithmetic tests







Examples of questions from 
past Paper 1 and Paper 2 

Problem Solving and 
Reasoning tests









Attainment 
Children’s attainment will be reported as one of the three 
levels:
❑Working towards the standard (WTS)
❑ Expected Standard (EXS)
❑ Greater Depth Standard (GDS)

In Science attainment is only reported as either WTS or EXS.



Scaled Scores
•As well as WTS, EXS and GDS, each child’s score is 
converted to a scaled score.

•This is to show how far into each standard they 
were.

•Scaled scores range from 80 – 120 to assess against 
the end of KS2 standards.

•The higher the child’s scaled score, the more marks 
they achieved on the tests.



Scaled Scores
•A scaled score of 100 will represent the ‘national standard’. Each 
pupil’s raw score from the test will be converted into a score on the 
scale. (The ‘pass mark’ to achieve the Expected Standard - EXS)

•A scaled score of 80 – 99 means they are below age expected 

standards and need a little more help to achieve the end of KS2 

standard. 

•Above 100 means they have achieved age expected standards. 

•Above 110 means they have exceeded age expected standards.



Achieving 38 marks or 
more would mean the 
child had reached ‘age-
related expectations’ 
because this converts to 
a scaled score of 100 or 
more.

If a child achieved below 
38 then they would be 
‘below age-related 
expectations.’

If a child achieved 56 or 
more marks this would 
mean they had 
‘exceeded age-related 
expectations’ which is 
also known as ‘greater 
depth’ and is the higher 
level of achievement.



• The standardised score of 100 (‘age related expected’) is not set 
until after all SATs have been sat by all Y6 pupils nationally.
Test: Year: Raw score needed to achieve age 

related expectations:

Maths 2022 58/110

2019 58/110

2018 61/110

2017 57/110

Reading 2022 29/50

2019 28/50

2018 28/50

2017 26/50

Spelling,
Punctuation and 
Grammar (SPaG)

2022 35/70

2019 36/70

2018 38/70

2017 36/70

When you receive your 
child’s results, you will get 
their scaled score and 
confirmation of whether 
they have met the 
‘expected’ standard.

You will notice that the raw 
score needed to achieve 
‘expected’ can change every 
year. 



Teacher Assessments
As there are no tests for Writing and Science, teachers ‘assess’ 
children in these subjects. 

Teacher Assessment provides a judgement that is based upon 
knowledge of how the pupil has performed over time and in a variety 
of contexts. A judgement is made using a variety of evidence, from 
across the curriculum. 

In 2023, Teacher Assessments will be reported using the standards set 
out in the interim framework (see handout).

To demonstrate that the pupils have met the Y6 standard, teachers 
need to evidence that a pupil demonstrates consistent attainment in 
ALL the statements.



How to help your child
• First and foremost, support and reassure your child that there is nothing to 
worry about and they should always just try their best. 

• Ensure your child completes their weekly homework in their CGP homework 
books.

• Encourage children to be prepared and have the things they need, such as 
reading records.

•Reading, spelling and arithmetic (e.g. times tables) are always good to practise. 
Talk to your child about what they have learnt at school and what book(s) they 
are reading (the character, the plot, their opinion).

•After half term, Booster classes will be taking place after school every Tuesday.



Coming up…
• Revision guides (initial letter to go out in January)

• After school booster classes (to begin in after half term)

• Free breakfast club for all Y6 during SATs week.



Don’t forget…
• Times Table Rock Stars www.ttrockstars.com

• Reading Plus https://student.readingplus.com

• Active Learn Primary www.activelearnprimary.co.uk

• Spelling Frame www.spellingframe.co.uk

• We subscribe to all of these websites – your child should have a blue 
book mark at home containing all of their log-in details. Their log-in 
details have also been glued into the back of their homework orange 
homework books.

http://www.ttrockstars.com/
https://student.readingplus.com/
http://www.activelearnprimary.co.uk/
http://www.spellingframe.co.uk/

