
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Dear Parents/Guardians, 

 

This term, the children in Year 4 will be covering all aspects of the National Curriculum including: 

 

Mathematics  
We will be following the New National Curriculum and working on;  number and place value, mental addition and subtraction, 

written addition and subtraction, problem solving, reasoning and algebra, mental multiplication and division, written 

multiplication and division, fractions, ratio and proportion, measurement, statistics, Geometry: properties of shapes and 

position and direction. 

 

English 
We will be following the New National Curriculum which includes work on: 

Fiction: The Railway Children linked to our topic, stories with humour and stories from other cultures 

Non-Fiction: Chronological reports and persuasive writing  

Poetry: Limericks  

We will use texts as models to help develop the children’s understanding of structure and features in different writing 

genres and develop their understanding of the correct punctuation, spelling and grammar. 

 

Science 
In Science, this term we will learn about animals including humans and scientists and inventors. Our animals including humans 

topic focuses on the digestive system and the functions of teeth. Children will learn more about herbivores, carnivores and 

omnivores in the context of teeth, digestion and the food chain. In addition, they will extend their understanding of food 

chains to more complex chains and food webs. The children will then go onto learn about famous scientists and inventors 

linked to the Year 4 curriculum.  
 

Cross-curricular Work  
The main focus of our cross curricula work this term is ‘The Railways’. The children will learn about the development of the 

Railways in Great Britain giving them the opportunity to find out about the history of the railways and significant early 

locomotives. They will also investigate some important historical events, such as the opening of the first passenger carrying 

railway lines and the Rainhill Trials and they will learn about some of the key people who were influential in the development 

of the railways. In addition to this, they will learn about the development of locomotive technology and examine the 

differences between steam, diesel and electric locomotives. The children will also learn about the growth and development 

of the railway network in Great Britain and use their geographical skills to map out some key routes. The children will also 

be visiting The Shildon Railway Museum.   

 

Design and Technology 
In DT this term our topic is ‘Mechanical Posters’. This unit gives children opportunities to develop their understanding of 

mechanical systems. Following instructions on how to make different types of lever and linkage mechanisms gives children 

experience and information to draw on when developing their own ideas. They will sketch a design based on their ideas, 

make a prototype, and then create their ‘Lever and Linkage Poster’ using the context of recycling.  

 

Art and Design 
Our theme for our art this term is Railways. The children will be studying examples of railway art and considering what the 

pictures tell us about the railways of the past and present. 

 



Personal, Social, Health Education 
Our topics in PSHE this term are ‘Relationships’, ‘Changes’ and ‘Keeping Ourselves Safe.’ We will also be learning more about 

how to keep ourselves safe online as well as taking part in the Send My Friend to School Campaign.   

 

Religious Education  
In RE, we will be learning about what the Five Pillars of Islam are and why they are important to Muslims.  

 

Physical education 
We will be starting the term with Athletics and then we will move on to striking and fielding games.  Please ensure you child 

has the correct P.E. kit: white t-shirt, blue/black shorts and a change of shoes. Indoor PE shoes must be non-marking. 

When the children go outside to do PE, a hooded jacket/jumper will also be allowed. PE usually takes place on a Thursday 

afternoon, however PE kits should be in school on a Monday in case any last minute changes are made.  

 

Computing 
During Computing, we will be exploring the power of social media as a force for good.  The children will be asked to start a 

campaign to correct one of the many wrongs in our world and use social media to gain support and gather momentum for 

their cause. Working in groups, the children will also create their own sports news report which they will share and work on 

together online using iWork or Google Docs.   

 

Music 
This term our music will link to our cross curricula topic ‘Railways’. The children will learn songs about trains and railways. 

They will listen to music from the Romantic period as well as music which has a train theme. Then they will learn about 

rhythmic patterns, cyclic patterns and musical notation which will lead into composition of a train journey soundscape. 

 

Homework 
The children have been given a table which is called The Railways- Summer Term. In this table, there are 18 homework 

tasks. Each week, the children will be asked to complete either an English, Maths, Topic or Science task. These tasks have 

been based on our current topic – Railways. The children will be encouraged to only complete a task when they have learnt 

about the subject in their lessons. Doing their homework this way, will allow the children to choose tasks that interest 

them and a task that suits their learning style.  

 

A spelling list table will also be given to the children. At the top of the spelling list, there will be a two dates to tell you 

which two weeks the spellings are for. Each spelling list lasts for two weeks. There will be two spelling lists given, one will 

be stuck into your child’s homework book and the other one is to be keep at home. Spelling activities will be given weekly 

and information about these will be on the weekly homework header sheet. Spellings should be practised daily as spelling 

tests will take place every Wednesday morning. 

 

Children are also expected to read four times a week (school home-loan or own books) and write a comment in their reading 

record. The comment should be a sentence about what they have read or could be a prediction about what they think will 

happen next. A comment or signature from a parent/carer would also encourage the children to read. We will be checking 

reading records every Wednesday along with homework books, children who have four comments will receive a star. 10 stars 

can be exchanged for a prize of their choice. 

 

Children are also expected to learn their times tables. Times tables challenges will be used in school as part of our Maths/ 

Big Maths lessons.  

 

We would appreciate it if you could check your child’s homework before it is returned to school. If you have any questions 

or if you would like to support us in school, please do not hesitate to contact us. 

 

Many Thanks from the Year 4 Team 

Mrs Callaghan and Miss Cleasby 


